CONCEPT NOTE

HRC 62 Side Event
“The effective participation of people in poverty in beyond growth strategies”

Friday, 26 June 2026, 2pm.
Palais des Nations, Room V (Building A, first floor)

Organized by ATD Fourth World
Co-sponsored by the Permanent Missions of Albania, Belgium, Chile, France, Morocco, Peru,
Philippines, Romania, members of the core group of the resolution on Extreme poverty and human rights.

The very first Sustainable Development Goal adopted by 189 countries in 2015 affirms the objective to
“End poverty in all its forms everywhere.” Significant progress has been made in many countries, and yet
inequalities persist.'In addition, as demonstrated in a previous report to the Human Rights Council by
Olivier De Schutter, former Special Rapporteur on extreme poverty and human rights, economic growth
inevitably results in higher levels of resource use, in further biodiversity loss, and in more waste and
pollution.’His new report on_The Roadmap for Eradicating Poverty Beyond Growth calls attention to the
fact that “the current focus on increasing GDP may also result in inequalities worsening, as countries seek
to attract investors by lowering taxes on corporate profits and by reshaping the regulatory framework in
their favour.” This is what the report calls “the counter-productivity of growth.””

The report then raises the question: “How can we make economies more inclusive and sustainable by
design?” It affirms that “The central objective of this Roadmap is the eradication of poverty in all its
dimensions, through the dismantling of social exclusion and institutional maltreatment, and the structural
reduction of inequalities in income, wealth, power, status and voice,” in order to implement the concept of
a human rights economy as advocated by the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights.*One of
the Guiding Principles of the Roadmap is thus the primacy of human dignity and the eradication of
poverty, while another one affirms the centrality of lived experience and the dismantling of social
exclusion. Transcending the entire Roadmap is the principle of participation - including social dialogue,
citizens’ assemblies, participatory budgeting and social audits. This includes population groups whose
voices usually are not heard: “Policies must be grounded in the lived experience of people in poverty.
Those directly affected must participate meaningfully in the design, implementation and monitoring of
anti-poverty strategies.”

As witnessed by ATD Fourth World and many other civil society organizations working for the
eradication of extreme poverty, often well-intentioned anti-poverty policies and programmes do not meet
their objectives because they have not taken into account all of the factors that contribute to the
intergenerational persistence of poverty. As stated in the UN Guiding Principles on extreme poverty and
human rights, adopted by the UN Human Rights Council in 2012, effective and meaningful participation

' According to the World Bank, as of 2024, 847 million people are estimated to live in extreme poverty. “In addition to the
increasing poverty rate of the Middle East, North Africa, Afghanistan and Pakistan region, poverty rates remain stubbornly high
in Sub-Saharan Africa.” See
https://blogs.worldbank.org/en/opendata/march-2026-global-poverty-update-from-the-world-bank--new-data-a

2 Olivier De Schutter, Eradicating poverty beyond growth, Report submitted by the Special Rapporteur on extreme poverty and
human rights to the 56th session of the Human Rights Council (A/HRC/56/61) (2024).

3 Olivier De Schutter, Eradicating poverty beyond growth, Report submitted by the Special Rapporteur on extreme poverty and
human rights to the 56th session of the Human Rights Council (A/HRC/56/61) (2024).
*https://www.ohchr.org/en/sdgs/human-rights-economy-seeding-change-economy-enhances-human-rights

5 The Roadmap, Toid.



is “an essential component of efforts to combat poverty, not least by ensuring that public policies are
sustainable and designed to meet the expressed needs of the poorest segments of society.”®

This side event will provide an opportunity to explore in greater depths the Guiding Principle of
participation in the eradication of poverty, and two tools that have been developed in order to ensure its
effectiveness in including those who have the greatest understanding of the factors that create and
maintain extreme poverty — the people with a direct experience of poverty. These tools are the Merging of
Knowledge and the Inclusive and Deliberative Elaboration and Evaluation of Policies (IDEEP), which
was developed in partnership with the former Special Rapporteur on extreme poverty and human rights.

Programme:
Moderator :

o (laire THUAUDET, Deputy Permanent of France to the UN in Geneva (on behalf of the
core group).

Speakers :

Marcella FAVRETTO, Chief of the Development, Economy, Social and Cultural Rights Division.

Elena Carolina DIAZ GALAN, Special Rapporteur on extreme poverty and human rights.

Olivier DE SCHUTTER, former Special Rapporteur on extreme poverty and human rights.

Katarina IVANKOVIC KNEZEVIC, Director for Social Rights and Inclusion at the European

Commission on the new EU anti-poverty strategy.

e H.E. Ms. Nahida SOBHAN, Ambassador and Permanent Representative of Bangladesh to the
UN in Geneva.

e Prof. Kitojo KAGOME WETENGERE, Vice-Chancellor University of Arusha, Tanzania on

behalf of ATD Fourth World on methodologies for the inclusion of marginalized groups in

policy and programme development.

6 UN Guiding Principles on Extreme Poverty and Human Rights,
https://documents.un.org/doc/undoc/gen/g12/154/60/pdf/g1215460.pdf



